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READY TO RACE 


FURTHER PROOF WE’RE READY TO RACE 


Since 2001 there has only been one color at the top of the Dakar podium - KTM orange. 
With his first Dakar win in 2016, Toby Price’s phenomenal performance reflects the 
absolute and never-ending commitment to our READY TO RACE brand promise. For in 
the world’s toughest offroad race - to finish first, you must first finish. 
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Less than two months in and already there’s been 
three notable first time winners. From a sporting 
perspective 2016 has already delivered... 

First up, Toby Price - Dakar’s newest two-wheeled 
champion. As Marc Coma stepped aside, Price stepped 
forward to write his name into the Dakar record books 
as the first champion of the post Despres/Coma era. 

A first win for Toby and a first win for Australia. 

Not so much a first win for KTM! 

Wade Young’s winning ride at Hell’s Date was a 
significant one. He might not have gone up against 
all of extreme enduro’s heavy hitters, but he went up 
against Draham Jarvis. And he beat him. Wade showed 
that he’s serious about achieving bigger and better 
things in 2016. As much as it was for Wade, it was a 
hugely important win for Sherco, too. 

Last but by no means least is Nathan Watson 
- a rider many will know little about. Trust us when we 
say that in the months and years to come you’ll hear 
plenty about the young Brit. In his first true enduro 
outing, Watson topped both days of the Italian Enduro 
Championship opener. And he did it on a factory 
version of KTM’s 2017 250 EXC-F. 

Things are looking good for 2016. 

Jonty Edmunds 
jontylfuture7media.com 
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//THE UNBREAKABLI 

THE ONLY CONTROL PAIR WITH ON-THE-FLY LEVER REACH ADJUST* 




The Pro Taper© Profile Pro Clutch Perch utilizes the extremely successful 
Profile perch with our latest development, the XPS lever. The XPS (Cross Pivot 
System) lever pivots in multiple directions, yet maintains a slim, low profile 
blade that you will not find with other folding levers. This universal assembly 
offers two lever reach adjustment points that will accommodate the widest 
range of bikes and riders on the market. 






• 6061 T6 precision forged aluminum blade 

• CNC machined lever clevis lends an exact fit 

• Slim, low profile Cross Pivot System is virtually unbendable 

• Tool-less lever reach adjustment dial offers 20mm of tunability 

• Fitted rubber boot keeps XPS assembly debris free 

• Application specific main rubber boot included 

• Manufacturer’s lifetime warranty against bending 


The Pro Taper, Profile Pro XPS brake lever is the latest and 
greatest to the Profile control line. We’ve taken our successful 
XPS (Cross Pivot System) lever and mirrored it for OEM quality 
fitment for the front brake master cylinder. With tool-less lever 
reach adjustability and the multi directional folding capabilities, 
the Profile Pro XPS front brake lever can accommodate the 
widest range of bikes and riders on the market. 




|pri fi rn www.protaper.com 
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BIG 3 


#3.1- LESS IS MORE FOR ISDE 

The International Six Days Enduro is getting a makeover. Starting at this 
year’s event in Spain, World Trophy teams will be reduced in size from six- , 
to four riders with Junior World Trophy teams also downsizing from four . 
to three riders. It’s hoped the changes - the first to the event’s classes in > 
60 years - will encourage more nations to take part and make it easier for 
countries to put forward their strongest teams. 




BIS 

#3.2 -THE FUTURE IS NOW 

Developed by KTM’s official enduro team the 250f Nathan Watson raced to a 
double victory at the Italian enduro opener offers a glimpse of KTM’s offroad 
future. With bodywork inspired by the brand’s motocross models, what sets 
the #94 bike apart is the non-linkage PDS rear suspension. KTM 9017 enduro 
line-up is expected early this summer. 
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2016 will be a year to remember for these two - Spain’s Jordi Viladoms and 
Aussie Toby Price. Soon after Price claimed a memorable win at this year's-* 
Dakar KTM announced a change of direction for Vili’. Hanging up his boots 10 
years after his first Dakar, he becomes KTM’s new Rally Sport Manager. 


BIB 

#3.3 -JORDI GETS AN ‘OFFICE’ JOB 
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i Reigning AMA EnduroCross champ Cody Webb jumps to the FMF KTM Factory Racing Team. 

2. 2013 Enduro 2 World Champion Alex Salvini is now a Beta Factory Team rider. 

3. Spain’s Alfredo Gomez joins Jonny Walker under the Red Bull KTM Factory Racing Team awning. 

4. 2014 Enduro 3 World Champion Matthew Phillips returns to CH Racing Team to race their 
Sherco 450 SEF-R. 



5. Extreme enduro great Graham Jarvis sporting his new Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racing colours. 

6. Staying with Sherco Enduro Factory Racing Team Lorenzo Santolino jumps on the 300 
two-stroke to race in E3. 

I 125cc Youth Cup champ Mikael Persson to race Team Yamaha Miglio’s WR250F in 
Enduro 1. 

8. New look but same team and same goals for AMA GNCC champ Kailub Russell. 



QUOTES 

INTERESTING STUFF PEOPLE SAID 

“Winning the ISDE was by far the coolest thing I’ve ever 
done... way cooler than winning a Supercross.” 

Ryan Sipes 

“I’ve never wanted to fall asleep on a motorcycle in my 
life, but Dakar definitely does this to you.” Toby Price 

“It’s better to have less bikes produced due to stricter 
quality control, rather than have them returned 
afterwards.” Juan Lopez - Gas Gas General Manager 

“There’s professionalism in US Endurocross tracks. 

In Europe it’s getting better but still it’s not as high class.” 

Cody Webb 



BETA QUALITY | BETA PERFORMANCE | BETA SERVICE 

For your nearest dealer visit www.beta-uk.com or call: 01535 655970 


“After the Dakar you’re not the same any more - 
your ability to go beyond the limits has changed.” 

Adrien I /an Beveren - Enduropale du Touquet winner 

“Jonny (Walker] and Graham (Jarvis] are great extreme 
enduro riders but I know I can run with them.” 

Wade Young 

“When I brought Toby (Price] into the team I was happy 
to do something for my old friend Kurt Caselli.” 

Alex Boringer - Bed Bull KTM Factory rally team manager 

“Yamaha would love to have a 350F enduro but currently 
we need to focus on the main market of 250F and 450F.” 
Alex Kowalski - Yamaha Europe Marketing Manager 
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She might not have bettered the ninth place result she achieved at the 2015 Dakar, 
but Laia Sanz nevertheless still deserves a huge thumbs up for her 2016 Dakar efforts. 
Reaching the finish once again the 13-time Trials and four-time Enduro World Champion 
completed her sixth consecutive Dakar. Counting a perfect score of six finishes from six 
starts, Sanz also topped the women’s standings for the sixth time in her career. But it’s 
not just her sporting results that make her a winner. On stage four Sanz abandoned her 
racing efforts to assist Pela Renet, who’d crashed heavily. She parked up her KTM, rushed 
to Renet’s assistance and stayed there until emergency services arrived. To her credit 
Laia is one of Dakar’s most respected and admired riders. 
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KNOW THIS 

POLISPORT BACKS REFUGEE SUPPORT PLATFORM 

The war in Syria and the Eastern Mediterranean has resulted in M million children being 
affected by violence. Families have been forced to flee their homes in search of a better 
future. The on-going refugee crisis is considered one of the largest since World War II. 

Responding to the need for humanitarian assistance Portuguese firm Polisport 
decided to take action. They started by donating all the funds originally intended to 
support the Polisport Group’s Christmas campaign, assisting organisations working to 
create a better host environment for refugees coming to Portugal. 

Along with that, Polisport Group continues to be involved in two big projects - 
the Par Families and the Par Front Line. The Par Families project lets local institutions 
such as schools and social charities take responsibility of specific refugee families. 
They hope to create a non-hostile environment that’ll help these families integrate 
with local communities. 

The Par Front Line project is a fund raising campaign aiming to provide 
humanitarian aid to troubled countries of the Middle East and North Africa, namely 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. 

More about Polisport Group: www.polisport.com 
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PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT 

TOMTOM 

OANOIT 


The Bandit is TomTom’s offering in the growing 
action camera market and comes with two cool 
features. It has an integrated GPS sensor and a Mobile app that 
collects data from this sensor to spot highlights and easily create edits. 

The sat-nav specialist has gone all-in with the Bandit. With 4K video and 16MP photo 
quality it certainly won’t disappoint. One thing we loved straight away is the Bandit’s 
quick release system that allows simple and speedy mounting, even with one hand. 

The Bandit comes standard with its own flat or curved mounts but there’s also a useful 
adaptor that fits GoPro mounts. 

The two separate buttons to start and stop recording add extra points to the Bandit’s 
overall score. In higher speeds it feels as if the round, aerodynamic shape of the Bandit 
gives reduced resistance compared to a GoPro. What we didn’t particularly like at high 
speed riding was the quality of the audio recorded. 

Also, in proper enduro conditions the Bandit’s wide 
frontal lens seems a little vulnerable 
to getting hit by tree branches and the like. 

Using data from the GPS sensor such as speed 
and altitude the Bandit app spots the most action- 
filled sections in each video. You can then put these 
parts together, add music from your smartphone 
or even overlays of selected metrics and you get 
mini clips ready to be shared online. It’s not going 
to replace propervideo editing but it’s one of the 
easiest ways to share the best bits of your riding 
adventures straight from the trails. 

More info: www.tomtom.com 




• Yamaha Off-Road Experience, Powys, Wales 

27th & 28th February 

• Coney Green Farm, Stourport-on-Severn, Worcs 

12th & 13 th March 


Yamaha brings you an exclusive opportunity to test ride the 201 6 WR range! 

Yamaha's latest enduro machines are here and better than ever! Whether you are a beginner, a regular enduro 
rider or a serious rally challenger, the new 201 6 WR250F and WR450F are the perfect tools for the ride. 

Please visit your local authorised Yamaha off-road dealer or go to www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk/enduroprotour 
now for more details and how to book your place! 
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v.yamaha-motor.eu/uk/enduroprotour 


Follow 


BMW Motorrad M 



• Around this time of year, eight years ago, BMW were busy with pre-season preparations 
with their new G45DX. BMW Motorrad Motorsport entered the World Enduro 


Championship with Anders Eriksson, Jean-Francois Goblet, Simo Kirssi and Bert Meyer. 
Four-time World Motocross Champion Joel Smets made selected appearances too. 

• Pictured here is Anders Eriksson. Racing a bored-out BMW in Enduro 3 the seven-time 
World Champion kicked off the season with two fourth place results at his home GP in 
Sweden. He wrapped up the 3008 season in 10th position. It was Eriksson’s last full 
season in world championship competition, 18 years after his first appearance. 




• BMW went bigin 2009, hiring two of enduro’s greatest - David Knight and Juha 
Salminen. With the Manxman parting ways with the team mid season, Salminen went 
on to deliver impressive results. Celebrating two wins the Finn earned 11 podium 
results to secure the runner-up spot in Enduro 2. 

• For 2010 the Germans decided to replace the G450X with the then new Husqvarna 
TETO, which was developed during BMW’s ownership of Husqvarna. In the World 
Enduro Championship for just two years, BMW’s thumper was one of the shortest-lived 
projects in the recent history of the series. 






PRODUCT SPOTILIGHT 

LEATTGPX 5.5 WINDBLOCK GLOVES 

Offering a super comfortable fit, impressive grip and great protection Leatt’s GPX 
5.5 gloves earn their place at the top of the glove pile. An anything but large opening 
benefits from an elastic mesh, which makes putting them on incredibly easy. With a large 
Velcro wrist closure you can tighten them as desired, but it’s the fit around the fingers 
that’s most impressive. A ‘high quality’ feeling is present everywhere, from the multi-ply 
thread stitching to the snug-fit seamless palm design. Featuring an ultra-thin NanoGrip 
polyester material on the palms they offer great feel of handlebars and levers. When 
they get wet they get a little sticky, which helps hands stay attached. We loved the 3D 
moulded Armourgel inserts, which offer higher than average levels of protection. The GPX 
5.5 gloves come in Lite or Windblock editions, the latter offering basic wind protection for 
slightly chillier rides. 

More info: mw.leatt.com www.apico.co.uk 






FORCEFIELD BASE LAYER SHIRT & PANTS 

UK based manufacturer Forcefield have made a name for themselves designing high 
quality protective equipment for action sport enthusiasts. Making use of BeCool™ fibre 
fabric their base layer shirt and pants are designed to maintain a comfortable body 
temperature no matter the riding conditions. Super lightweight and providing a snug but 
comfortable fit both the shirt and pants did their thing and kept us warm on all of our 
recent close-to-zero-degrees rides. Made from soft, seamless and skin-friendly fabric 
they also impressed us with their ability to absorb sweat. Their anti-bacterial fabric 
treatment will also do miracles to avoid stinking odours after a long day in the saddle. 
When washed it takes just a few hours before they’re dry and ready for the next day. 

More info: www.forcefieldbodycirmour.com 




5 THINGS THAI. 


#1- MADE US LAUGH 

RACING WITH NO HELMET- 
Not normally a laughing matter, 
but hearing that Alain Duclos 
was forced to race half a Dakar 
stage with no helmet after his 
own brain saver was stolen made 
us chuckle. Duclos uploaded this 
image on social media making 
fun of the situation. Fortunately, 
the Frenchman finished the 
Dakar safely. 



#2- CAUGHT OUR 
ATTENTION 

CROSSCAL TREKKER-S1 - 
Working on an Android 
operating system, the 
Crosscall Trekker-Sl is a heavily 
protected smartphone that’s 
both waterproof and dustproof, 
with its external dimensions 
not making it look bulkier 
than any normal phone. It also 
features Wet Touch technology, 
which promises to make it 
usable with wet fingers. 



#3 SAVED US TIME 




EOPROAPP - We’ve been using YoufiB 

and loving our GoPros for a long 
time. But it wasn’t until recently we 
discovered the endless possibilities 
the related App offers to make life 
easier. Providing total 
control of the camera 
it allows for remote 
adjustment of settings, 

which we use regularly. The App will also let you trim videos 
to create mini clips for easy, high-quality video sharing. 



#4 WE ENJOYED 
WATCHING 

SEWC GERMANY HIGHLIGHTS 
With round two of the 2016 
SuperEnduro series taking place 
around the super technical track of 
Riesa, this episode does a good job 
of presenting the drama produced. 


#5 SERIOUSLY 
IMPRESSED US 

DAKAR RECOVERY VEHICLE - 61% of riders 
starting this year’s Dakar managed to take 
their bikes to the finish in Rosario. So, what 
about the other 39%? Well, most of them 
had to be collected by the organisation’s 
fully equipped recovery truck, which follows 
each day’s course in its own kind of rally. 
Detailed planning at its best. 
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TAKE A LOOK 

THREE WEBSITES WORTH CHECKINS OUT... 
www.Bdaysmemories.com 

Language: English 

Type: Collection ofISBE memorabilia 

Phil Hodges and Gail Lucas are huge supporters of the ISDE who, together with other 
enthusiasts, have collected a cool collection of photos and memorabilia from various 
events. Focusing on the efforts of the British teams they showcase precious material 
covering years 1971 to the present day. It’s definitely worth a visit for a trip down 
memory lane. 

www.gibraltarrace.com 

Language: English, Italian 

Type: Rally race from Athens to Gibraltar 

Set to kick off on May 28, 2016, the Gibraltar Race will take competitors on a 9,000km, 
14-stage journey from Athens, Greece to Gibraltar. It’s a rally designed for non-professional 
riders with any single or twin-cylinder adventure bike. Navigation will be done via GPS with 
checkpoints that competitors have to cross. At the end of each day there’ll be a bivouac with 
food and a place to service the bikes. Sounds like one hell of an adventure! 

www.bosnia-rally.com 

Language: English, German 
Type: Rally training in Bosnia 

When you think of possible destinations to go rally racing Bosnia might not come among 
the first options. But a visit to this website might change your mind. Taking place at 
the end of July, Bosnia Rally is an 800km event crossing the majestic landscapes of the 
South-eastern European country. Aiming to make the event approachable to riders of any 
skills, organisers also offer navigational training courses along the way. 



PRODUCT SPOTILIGHT^^ 

LEATT 3DF AIRFIT LITE BODY TEE 

For those looking for a lightweight undergarment with significant protection Leatt’s 3DF 
Airfit Lite is an option to consider. Based around a highly-breathable, anti-microbial mesh 
fabric it offers CE-approved protection in the chest, back, shoulders and kidney area. 
Thanks to a highly elasticated main fabric it takes no time to put on. Closure is done via 
a large side frontal zip with two elastic straps on both sides optimising fitment. With 
its fabric extending long enough to comfortably sit inside any riding pants you feel the 
protective padding take the shape and form of your body. After a short time you almost 
forget you’re wearing it. It’s a comfortable, lightweight body armour that combines basic 
protection with good ventilation and decent sweat absorption. 

More info: www.leatt.com 






PRODUCT SPOTILIGHT 
KLIM TRAVERSE PANTS 6 JACKET 

Klim’s Traverse pants and jacket combo are built around a highly 
durable Gore-Tex shell, designed to keep you dry. Featuring plenty 
of material technology, both the non-layered jacket and the 
matching pants are waterproof, well ventilated and made to last. 

The fit is spacious and comfortable with both the pants 
and the jacket allowing for protective equipment to be worn 
underneath. Personalised fitment of the pants is made easier 
thanks to the waist adjusters. They offer an impressively 
lightweight feeling while riding. They also keep the rain out, 
which is important as they’re not cheap, and don’t restrict your 
movements or have any annoying ‘flappy’ parts. 

Klim once again push the envelope regards build quality, 
with the Traverse kit clearly designed to last. A firm base 
construction is made even more durable with 840-denier Cordura 
overlays placed carefully on various high-wearing areas. From 
the adjustable Velcro cuffs that ensure a tight over-the-boot fit 
to the jacket’s fleece collar, the pants and jacket do all they can 
to keep the elements out. 

Waterproof and water-deflecting the Gore-Tex shell in both the 
pants and jacket guarantees good levels of breathability. When 
conditions aren’t too extreme, a series of well-placed vents allow 
the jacket, and especially the pants, to be opened up. One thing 
we really liked with the Traverse kit is the long zipper pull tabs, 
which come in handy when opening pockets with gloves on. 

More info: www.klim.com 
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BECAUSE WE’RE ALL SICK OF NEGATIVE MAINSTREAM NEWS... 


ISDE sensation Ryan Sipes won the 2015 
AMA Athlete of the Year award. 

The Bassella Race in Spain attracted more than 
1,200 competitors for an action packed weekend 
of racing. 


Husqvarna wrapped up 2015 with 32% 
more bikes sold than tne previous year. 

Cody Webb is planning to race both Erzberg and 
Romaniacs in 2016. 



The SuperEnduro World Championship final will take 
place in Madrid’s famous Plaza de Toros bullring. 

In 2015 KTM group hired 372 new employees globally 
(90% in Austria). 


Aussie Toby Price handed KTM their 
15th consecutive Dakar victory. 


For the first time in World Championship 
competition Danny and Jamie McCanney will go 
head to head in Enduro 1. 


It took four minutes for 300 racers to sign up all the 
available spots for Trefle Lozerien 2016. 

The Dakar enjoyed television coverage in more 
than 190 countries worldwide. 
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r Australia, a 15th consecutive for KTM - 
Nations to Toby and the whole team for 



ing victory! 
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MORE POWER. 
MORE SPEED. 
RE CHAMPIONS. 


Oil of Switzerland 




THE DAILY GRIND 

A day in the life of Beta France Commercial Director and 
Extreme Enduro racer Yannick Marpinard 

06:30am I get up and have breakfast. With bike and gear loaded in the van, I need a 
few minutes to sort out Beta catalogues and check my PowerPoint presentations for the 
day’s meetings. 

07:15am I hit the road heading to my first meeting. I usually work within two hours of 
home. While on the road, I always try to spot new training places. 

09:00am My main task is to check the stock levels of Beta parts and accessories that 
dealers have in stores. I take note of new orders and we chat on how things can evolve. 
10:00am As I head to the second dealer I find time to call my sales team at the office. 
We review the day’s schedule and what needs to be done. 

12:00pm I grab a quick bite before heading to the training spot I’ve selected the day 
before. I usually fill the bike’s tank on the way. 

12:30pm For the first part of my training I design an extreme test with at least two near 
impossible climbs. To finish Erzberg or Romaniacs you need to know how to find your way 
through such passes. 

13:00pm The main part of my training begins. The plan is to do two 20-minute motos in 
the extreme test, hoping for a steadily improving pace. 

13:50pm The bike is loaded back in the van. I’m back in my casual clothes and ready to 
hit the road again. I head to my next appointment. 

14:15pm A new round of meetings begins. The goal is to meet as many people as possible. 
As a Beta representative I’m there to discuss the factory’s goals and plans for the future. 
19:00pm I drive for an hour to get closer to meetings I have the following day. I head to 
the hotel where I’ll be spending the night and get ready for some training. 

20:00pm I always try to squeeze in some kind of a workout. If there’s a pool at the hotel 
I prefer swimming for 50 minutes. Otherwise, I do 40 minutes of strength training. 
21:00pm I check and reply to the day’s emails during dinner. I need to keep in touch 
with my customers and the French Beta team. That’s also when I send my orders for parts 
and new bikes. 

11:00pm Time for bed. In my dreams I’m beating Jarvis and Walker in some of the best 
places around the world... 
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I SURVIVED 

FINISHING THE DAKAR WITHOUT ASSISTANCE... 

Five things that helped Dutch ex-MotoGP racer Jurgen van den Goorbergh win the Dakar’s 
Malles-Moto class, racing more than 9,500km without assistance... 

#1 “A huge amount of success is down to bike preparation. It was my second year on 
the same bike and it took me two months to prepare it. I checked every bolt and bearing 
myself and installed a new engine. I had to ensure that for the first week of the Dakar the 
only thing I’d do would be changing oil and air filters. I didn’t have a bolt come loose until 
the finish.” 

#2 “You need to be physically fit. I normally build the base for a good physical 
condition during the summer with cycling and running. I’m not the youngest out there 
but I know what my body can do. Riding a motorbike is a good way to train too. Before the 
race I was doing IB to 15 hour rides on my enduro bike trying to imitate a long day in the 
Dakar. You need to be prepared both physically and mentally.” 

#3 “The mental part of Dakar is huge. You can be really physically fit, doing triathlons 
and things, but if you’re not mentally fit you’ll suffer. The Dakar is long and hard - you’ll 
feel cold, it’ll rain, the lack of sleep, it’s tough for your mind. You need the experience and 
mental strength to manage tough conditions and I’m lucky to have lots of experience 
from my days racing street bikes.” 

#4 “Planning in advance is critical. You need to have an exact plan of what needs to be 
done before reaching the bivouac. To help me I prepare a list with all the things I must 
do. I need to have everything scheduled so I don’t go to bed having second thoughts or 
worrying about things.” 

#5 “Good riding skills is an asset. I’m glad that my background is from riding trials. 
Lots of times I see people struggling in river crossings, stones and big hills. There are 
also many guys coming from motocross. They can go fast for an hour or so but then 
crash. In the Dakar you can’t win time but you can definitely loose a lot if you make a 
mistake and crash.” 


high five- Mikael Persson 

lE5cc Enduro Youth Cup World Champion on jumping straight into Enduro L 

Mikael, you’re the first 125cc champion to jump straight to the senior 
rankings. Why decide to skip the Juniors? 

“The decision had already been taken by Yamaha the moment they approached me, it 
wasn’t just my decision. To be honest I feel more relaxed going straight into Enduro 1 as I 
know expectations won’t be too high. If I raced in the Juniors everybody would expect me 
to win. My preparation and my approach is no different. I want to work hard to develop the 
bike and be the best out there.” 

Matt Phillips won the Enduro 3 title at the age of 21. Do you believe you 
can achieve a similar level of success? 

“I don’t feel like age is a factor and I don’t really care if other riders are older than me 
in Enduro 1. It mostly comes down to how mature you are as a person and what you can 
expect from yourself. I’ve improved every step of my career by myself so I know who I am. 
I’m 20, but I feel you can be 18 years old and still challenge for a title.” 

Now a factory rider it’s crazy how things have changed for you over the 
last twelve months, isn’t it? 

“2015 was crazy in many ways. While fighting for the 125cc title in the EWC I was invited 
to do the final round of the French Enduro Championship on a WR250F. It was a pivotal 
moment. I won both days and right after that Yamaha contacted me asking to join their 
official Enduro 1 team for 2016. It’s been interesting how things have worked out.” 

How are you finding things in an ‘official’ team? 

"I’m extremely happy to be part of Miglio Yamaha Official Enduro 1 Team. Everything is 
easier. I don’t have to worry about travelling, bike transportation and assistance anymore. 
The challenge now is to learn how to test and develop parts I haven’t actually selected and 
bought myself. But overall it’s a huge step forward. Afew weeks ago we did a photo-shoot in 
Spain and I got to ride with Febvre and the MXGP guys. It was a surreal moment. 

Finally, what goals have you set for yourself this year? 

“A realistic goal would be top seven at the end of the year in Enduro 1. 1 would like to make 
the podium at least once. It’d be even better to do it at my home GP in Sweden. I have the 
speed and strength to fight for the El podium but I can’t expect to get my best race every 
time out. I have a two-year deal with Yamaha. I have time to learn and improve. If I stay 
relaxed I think it’s going to be a great season.” e 

















H e might be topside of 40 years 
of age but Graham Jarvis is 
one seriously talented, offroad 
racer. Switching to extreme enduro 
from trials 10 years ago he’s steadily, 
and quietly, achieved levels of success 
that far outweigh those from his time 
spent in Lycra. 

Today Jarvis is extreme enduro’s Mr 
Big. He might be in the twilight years 
of his career, and going up against a 
barrage of hungry, talented and notably 
younger rivals, but he’s still got it. He still 
- . knows how to prepare, race and battle 
l for victory, no matter what, or where, the 
event he enters. 

Well known for his ruthlessly 
efficient riding technique, super-calm 
demeanour and no-fuss approach to 
a lot can be learned 
like Jarvis... 



If there s one thing thats served Jarvis well over the 
years it’s this - he almost never stops once a race has 
started. Stopping means losing time. More importantly 
it’s often followed by a stint of energy sapping pushing 
and shoving, in order to get going again. Graham knows 
that’s not good. Pushing wastes energy, and Jarvis never 
wastes energy. He’s perfected the art of always moving 
forward, no matter how gnarly the terrain. Keeping his 
wheels rolling, and never getting stuck, is something 
Jarvis does better than any other. 

RIDE A TWO-STROKE... 

He doesn’t do it just to keep his legions of social 
media followers happy, he does it mainly because it 
allows him to do what he does. He’s dabbled with a 
four-stroke over the, years, even winning his first 
Romaniacs title back in 2008 on a Sherco thumper. But 
it’s on a trusty tfilburnef that he feels most ,at home. 
Sure, he could likely ride a KX500 or a/xfTO and still 
do frustratingly well, but it’s on a mid-sized two-stroke 
that Jarvis is at his most dangerous. Two-strokes are 
lighter and simpler, whiffii in Graham’s world equates 
to an easier ride and fewer complications. 

DON’T SET HONS OP OH OLINO... 

Graham might be one of the all-time extreme enduro 
greats, but there’s nothing fancy about his bike set-up. 
Anyone can build an exact replica of his TE 300 Husqvarna, 
and without needing to re-mortgage their house. Yes, 
there’s a light spattering of trick bits of hardware but 
there’s nothing made from unpronounceable materials 
or unobtainable’ pre-production parts. Graham runs a 
simple set-up - a standard bike with a handful of effective, 
protective parts. 











LEARN YOUR LINES... 

We’re not talking ajraut knowing what to say on the podium, but the 
ability to ride where^oB/aot to, when you want. Just like in Dakar, in 
extreme enduro There’s certfeinly a time and d place for following the 
jm ahead of you. But whel it comes to winning races it’s something 
that’ll only get you so far. The ability to ride a path less trodden is 
what separates ihe great from the good. Graham knows how to get 
passed riders ahead of him. Never rushing things he takes his time, 
eyes his moment and strikes. In any kind of enduro the ability to 
switch lines and ride around sonAe or~something that’s in the 
wajjrim pp.rative.-. , 

REMEMBER, ABE IS JUST A NUMBER... 

What is it they say about age teaching and youth talking? Year after 
year Graham proves that when it comes to extreme enduro - like most 
all endurance sports - not being an early BO something is no handicap 
at all. During-exh,year of his professional carter Graham has learned 
and grafted, makmg him the rider he is today. Riders half his age might 
appear to have more enthusiasm, but youthfulness, in extreme enduro, 
Splays second fiddle to expedience, knowledge and determination. 

BRAFT, THEN GRAFT SOME MORE.. 

Few professional offroad'riders work harder than Jarvis. Alongside the 
races he’s cohiacted to compete in Jarvis travels the world racing 
in far-flung places, putting on training schools and generally doing 
whRpBhe can to bring in a little extra income. One thing he can never 
be accused of is doing the bare minimum. Riding and racing bikes is his 
job, and just like the rest of us... jobs need to be worked at. 

AEHONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORUS... 

Graham truly is a silent assassin. If there’s one thing he isn’t famed for 
it’s brash statements, post event rants or for making excuses. That’s 
simply not his style. Win, lose or draw Graham manages his emotions 
like a true professional. Sure, he gets fired up from time to time, but 
keeping a clear head and not letting his emotions get the better of him 
has allowed him to stay focused on the job in hand time and time again. 



DON'T BE mm TO TAKE RMS... 

During 2015 Jarvis went head-to-head with an on-form Jonny 
Walker. More often than not his younger rival got the better 
of him. But Jarvis never lost heart. He kept racing, he kept on 
giving his all. With the season all but done - and with Jonny 
headed for a ‘grand slam’ of major extreme enduro race wins - 
Graham took a calculated risk during Sea to Sky that ultimately 
paid off big time. Opting to miss the final fuel stop during 
the closing stages of day three in Turkey, -Jarvis took the .race, 
lead and went on to take the wifi. It was a well thought out, 
but nonetheless risky gamble that saw him claim yet another 
career win. 


WORK ON YOUR BIKE SKILLS... 

Ok, kind of stating the obvious here! Jarvis grew up riding trials, 
so it’s not by chance that he can handle a dirt bike better than 
most. But as they say ‘practice makes perfect’, and Graham 
doesn’t let his bike handling skills get rusty. He might wheelie 
for show, but every time he does he’s brushing up on his bike 
handling skills. Play riding - keeping things fun and staying in 
tune with your bike- is every bit as important as putting in the 
hours across the rocks and logs. 


EMBRACE SOCIAL MEOIA LIKE A TEENAGER... 


Jarvis has a social media following most professional athletes 
would sell their granny for. Near 160,000 followers on Instagram 
and more than 800,000 followers on Facebook. Those are 
impressive numbers by anyone’s standards. Then there’re his 
YouTube videos. Some are painful to watch - check out the skate 
park edit if you’re wondering what we’re on about - but the views 
are colossal. Graham knows that there’s more to being ‘a Pro’ than 
just racing - he gives back to his fans pretty much every day of 
the week - mainly through wheelie videos. His sponsors love him 
for it, too. 






Ever noticed that Graham wears what looks like kids 
boots? They re not, but they’re also not ‘top of the range 1 
offerings from TCX either. They’re boots that are a little 
lighter, a little less fussy - the boots Graham has worked 
out he likes the best. It might just be a pair of boots, 
but being comfortable in what you’ll wear all day long is 
massively important. What is it they say... it’s the small 
.things that matter! 


IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T SUCCEED... 

Remember when Graham was repeatedly disqualified at 
Erzberg. Back in 2011 Jarvis was the first rider to reach 
the finish, having caught and passed Taddy Blazusiak. 
But celebrations were short lived, as Graham was 
crushingly DSQed for passing the wrong side of a route 
checkpoint. One year later Jarvis crashed at the start, 
later losing his way in the low cloud that had descended 
onto the higher parts of the mountain. A huge amount 
of effort resulted in another missed checkpoint and 
another disqualification. Enough possibly for many riders 
to stick two fingers up at the iconic Austrian event, Jarvis 
persevered and in 2013 earned a much-deserved and 
hard-earned ErzbergRodeo Hare Scramble win - the most 
memorable win of his career. 



Ok, so most all of us will never achieve the same level of 
success that Jarvis enjoys. Chance would be a fine thing. 
But if we did would we be as calm, relaxed and down right 
modest about things as he is? The guy’s won just about 
every major extreme race going, yet to meet him, well, 
he’s just Graham. As the old adage goes, It’s nice to be 
important, but it’s more important to be nice! 
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THE MORE LOST 
YOU GET, THE HOE 
AT HOHE IT FEELS 


THE 2016 ENDURO MODEL RANGE. 


Agile handling, predictable power and ease-of-use are critical in tight and technical 
terrain. Exploring the depths of the deepest forest is only half the adventure. The new 
Husqvarna Motorcycles enduro models are built to take you as far as you dare to go - 
with the exceptional reliability and durability to get you back out again. 
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VIEW COMPLETE 
ENDURO MODELRANGE 




Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 




GALLERY #14.01 

Jollity Done Good 

Jonny Walker fired out of the blocks to win the second running of the 
French extreme enduro Alestrem. Jumping back on his trusted 300cc two- 
stroke, he put in a near faultless performance to claim an important early 
season win. Focused on the SuperEnduro World Championship, despite his 
lack of extreme seat time Jonny looked fit, fast and very much like he’s 
going to be a tough rider to beat during 3016. 
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GALLERY #14.02 



Wade’s World 

Wade Young has been working hard during the off-season. 
Together with his new sponsor Sherco the young South African is 
ready to take the fight to the likes of Jonny Walker and Graham 
Jarvis in 2016. At Hell’s Gate Wade showed just how serious he is 
about stepping up - he secured his first major European win. 




GALLERY m 


thisisampedjjam 


tft%POt WH 


1 

j* 

VO 

B 







GALLERY #14 


GALLERY #14.03 


Mud Master 



With Jonny Walker winning at Alestrem and Wade Young winning at Hell’s Gate, 
Graham Jarvis got into his stride at the 12th and final running of The Tough One 
i„ and took the victory. Mastering the horrendously slippery conditions better 
than anyone else, Graham was, as always, steady to build his pace before 
i L | jft r distancing himself from Knight during the later stages of the race. 
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GALLERY #14.04 

Ales Trem 2016 - Clockwise from top left: Lars Enockl II 
Alexandre Queyeyre II Spot of bother II Graham Jarvis 
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GALLERY #14 



thisisamped. 








GALLERY #14.06 

The Tough One 2016 - Clockwise from top left: Josh Gotts II 
David Knight II Gary Daniels II Wade Young 
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GALLERY #14.07 

Victorious Three 

There’s no question that Jonny Walker, Wade Young and Graham Jarvis will 
enjoy more than their fair share of time in the spotlight during 2016. As 
the dominant rider of 2015 Walker starts the new season as the man to 
beat. With the vastly experienced Jarvis and the ever-improving Young 
both more than capable of winning, the 2016 extreme enduro season is 
going to be one of the best yet.e 
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NIGHT 
RIDER 

Finding out first hand that there’s 
no need for the fun to stop when the 
sun goes down, Enduro illustrated 
discovers that building and riding a 
night bike brings a whole new meaning 
to the phrase fun after dark... 

Words and Photos: Future7Media 
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e admit it -we’re a little late 
to the party on this one. 

But night riding is without 
question our newest favourite thing to do! 
Transforming well-used trails into exciting 
new dirt scooter playgrounds, the fun, and 
challenges, of night riding is something 



we’d wanted to experience first hand for a 
long time. Finally, fired up by recent visits 
to Alestrem in France and Hell’s Gate in 
Italy we set about building our very own 
night bike. 

With the help of lighting specialists 
Trail Tech, we wanted to learn more about 
what it takes to build an effective night 
bike. Our first question was a simple one 
- how much time, effort and money need 
to be invested in order to get a worthwhile 
result? Secondly, is night riding really as 
much fun as it looks? 

At the same time as fitting the lights 
we figured we should toughen up and 
freshen up our trusty 300cc KTM. With 
only a few exceptions we simply selected 
parts that would help us protect and 
survive any night-time abuse. 

We decided to use our 300 EXC for 
a number of reasons. Firstly, because 
it’s lighter, more nimble and generally 
favourable over a four-stroke. And, well, 
because we just figured it would be a 
great bike to ride at night. 
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NIGHT 

RIDER 


BUILDING IT RIGHT 

We tried two different lights - Trail Tech’s 8” Race Light and their popular 
X2 HID. Designed to be used in open terrain and when riding at higher 
speeds the 8” Race Light can light up the trail ahead up to 500 feet. The X2 
is Trail Tech’s do-it-all light. It massively out performs a standard headlight 
and is well suited to racing and trail riding. We also fitted a Trail Tech 
stator, which significantly increases power output over a standard stator. 

One other Trail Tech product we fitted was their Electric fan kit and 
radiator guards. Preassembled with an electronic digital temperature 
gauge, the fan kit’s wiring loomb connected directly to the bike’s battery, 
via an inline fuse. To fit it we simply drained the rads of coolant, removed 
the right side radiator, and using the screws supplied fastened it into 
position. The fan is temperature controlled with a simple thermostatic 
sensor, which is placed between the cooling fins using the supplied heat 
sink grease. In front of the radiators we increased protection by fitting 
the CNC machined aluminium radiator guards. 
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PROTECT AND SURVIVE 

Away from the lights the parts we opted to fit pretty much all had one 
thing in common - they would either make our life easier or prepare 
the bike for a potentially hard night of riding. The reason we tried to 
‘protect and survive’ was because time and time again that’s what 
the mechanics behind the world’s best extreme riders tell us they do. ^ 
Spend enough time riding over tough terrain, or riding at night, and it 
won’t be too long before some part of the bike takes a hit or two. By 
keeping things simple and adding a few well chosen guards and parts, 
a standard bike can easily be readied for a beating. 

On the under side of the engine we fitted an Enduro Engineering 
sump guard. Another machined aluminium part, the quality of both the 
welding and machining really needs to be seen to be believed. Built 
from some of the heaviest gauge metal we’ve seen, it fitted simply and 
quickly thanks to the supplied fitting kit. 

To protect the rear disk we also fitted an Enduro Engineering disk 
guard as well as one of their grab handles - the thin, black part on the 
right side panel. We also installed Enduro Engineering’s pull handles in 
both the front and the rear axles. 


Continuing with the ‘protect and survive’ 
theme we opted to fit two Polisport products 
- their swingarm protectors and their two-part 
performance chain guard. Essentially a cover 
that sits over the outside of the swingarm, the 
protectors are held in place with just a handful 
of cable ties and fit in minutes. Eliminating 
the need to remove the chain when fitting, the 
chain guard’s tough outer part is designed 
to deal with impacts while its inner parts are 
manufactured to endure chain wear. 
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part - a SuperB high capacity battery. Smaller than a standard 
battery, the SuperB unit basically ensured that when we hit 
the electric starter button the motor cranked over quicker and 
fired into life sooner. Trust us when we say a battery isn’t just 
a battery. They might not be anywhere near the top of most 
people’s ‘sexy hard parts’ lists, but the difference the SuperB 
unit made was significant. 

A DEP nickel finish expansion chamber and shorty silencer 
replaced the standard exhaust system while Michelin tyres 
and ultra heavy-duty tubes ensured optimal traction. Below 
the front light we fitted a Kriega pull strap, with Barkbusters 
handguards covering our Renthal levers. A FunnelWeb filter 
took care of the breathing duties, with Scar titanium footpegs 
and Amped graphics completing the build. 



“AT NIGHT YOU SEE NOTHING AT 
YOUR SIDES. THE POOL OF LIGHT 
DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF YOUR 
BIKE BECOMES YOUR WORLD...” 






It doesn’t take long to work out that riding at night offers 
a very different biking experience. It’s unique - one that 
we found to be both enjoyable and refreshing. We’ve ridden 
the tracks and trails used for this night riding feature 
countless times before. For more than two decades in fact. 
Yet riding those same trails for the first time at night was 
like starting over. Like riding them for the very first time. 
Sure, we knew where each trail lead but it was as if turning 
the lights out had in some way made them new again. 

At night you see nothing at your sides. The pool of light 
directly in front of your bike becomes your world. And with 
few peripheral distractions you almost become cocooned in 
your own enjoyable night riding bubble. Also, with little other 
than the sound of the bike you’re riding to keep you company, 
only when you stop do you realise just how silent the night- 
time world around you is. 

Riding at night definitely requires heightened levels 
of attention. Very simply, the reason you need to remain 
alert is that no mater how good your lights are they don’t 
illuminate the inside of any large holes. Staying alert is 
essential when speeds increase. 

Getting a handle on exactly how fast you’re travelling 
isn’t easy, especially when riding in open areas. Unable 
to reference the rate at which objects pass by the sides 
of you, you almost enter a kind of time-altered reality. A 
question we kept asking ourselves was, am I riding faster 
than I’d be if it were daylight? 

In the back of your mind is the lingering thought 
that you’re somehow a little more alone, a little more 
vulnerable, a little more ‘at one’ with nature than at any 
time during the day. Not in a bad ‘if I crash will anyone find 
me’ way. But in a good, strangely empowering way. 



“A MUCH MORE AFFORDABLE LIGHT, 
WE USED THE X2 FOR THE MAJORITY 
OF OUR NIGHT RIDING SESSION AND 
NEVER ONCE FELT LIKE IT WASN’T 
OFFERING US ENOUGH IN ANY WAY...” 



NIGHT 

RIDER 


Trail Tech explained that we wouldn’t really need an 8” Race Light, and 
that the XP HID would be more than enough for the offroad riding we had 
planned. And they were right. As we soon found out, the Race Light is a very 
specialised, high-end piece of equipment. But we kind of pushed them to let 
us try it out. And we’re glad we did. 

The illumination the Race Light offers is nothing short of incredible. 
There’s good reason that it looks like such a serious piece of equipment, 
because it packs an amazing mid-to-long-distance punch. Projecting an 
enormous pool of light way out in front of the bike, both the amount and the 
quality of that light was kind of a little breath taking at first. Seemingly no 
matter where the front of the bike was pointed there was always more than 
enough light to keep riding fast. Pretty much as far as we needed to see, we 
could see. 

Just as Trail Tech said the XP was perfect for what we needed. Simple 
enough to fit once we’d figured out how the small black fender location 
brackets needed to be positioned, it’s a much more affordable light and we 
used the XP for the majority of our night riding session. Not once did it feel 
like it wasn’t offering us enough in any way. The difference between the 
two lights in terms of illumination didn’t seem that big, only to say that on 
higher speed trails where we were looking further ahead the Race Light did 
have the edge. For more general riding - slower more technical sections and 
nothing higher than fourth gear - the XP was everything we needed. 

TRY IT, ENJOY IL 

Night riding is everything we hoped it would be - different, enjoyable and 
achievable with a modest spend and a few nights spent in the garage. But 
just like when buying tools, quality counts. If there’s one thing that shined 
through - pun intended - our night riding experience it’s that investing in 
lights that are well designed and well built is so, so worthwhile. 

Darkness adds a layer of complexity to any ride, which in part is what 
makes it special. It’s also why a potential lighting failure isn’t something you 
need to be worrying about. Lights that are built right, built tough, and remove 
the likelihood of any kind of failure are, in our opinion, worth every penny. 

It’s certainly true that there’s fun to be had long after the sun goes down... 


SECOND OPINION - 
ANDREAS G LAVAS 

OPENING UP TO A WHOLE NEW WORLD 

“The thing that’s most striking about jumping on a dirt 
bike at night is just how different everything looks. Yes, 
it’s darker - a whole lot darker - but even trails crossed 
a million times before aren’t the same as they used to 
be. Your whole riding world becomes the illuminated 
area of ground ahead of you. Nothing more. 

“One thing’s clear - a headlamp that produces a 
decent amount of light is a must. Then, a good set of 
helmet lights is equally, if not more, important. With 
the bike’s light illuminating the ground directly ahead 
of you, helmet lights perform miracles to increase 
your peripheral vision. 

“The best thing about having lights on your helmet 
is that you can quickly and easily shine a light where 
you want to go. Need to look up into a tree, simply 
look up. Need to get off the bike and pull wire from 
around the rear wheel, simply get off and work away. 
Most importantly helmet lights allow you to illuminate 
the inside of tighter corners. 

“Having little sight of passing trees means it’s hard 
to understand just how fast, or slow, you’re riding at 
night. With darkness covering everything aside from 
what your lights illuminate there are no distractions, 
you just focus on your riding. 

“Riding at night forces you to stay alert. Once 
equipped with a good set of lights it’s a great way to 
breath a little fresh air into your riding.” 



NIGHT 

RIDER 


“SIMPLY, THE REASON YOU NEED 
TO REMAIN ALERT IS THAT NO 
MATER HOW GOOD YOUR LIGHTS 
ARE THEY DON’T ILLUMINATE THE 
INSIDE OF ANY LARGE HOLES...” 


HELMET LIGHTS 

[]UCIK, EASY AND ESSENTIAL 

It took no longer than 30 minutes to be up and running with our 
helmet light system. Starting with an Airoh Aviator 2.2 we fitted a 
set of Hope R4+ LED lights, and carried the batteries in a Kriega R3 
Waistpack. We didn’t need any specialist tools, glue or a drill, with 
simple Velcro straps used to attach the lights. 

Hope’s R4+ LEDs are exactly what Jonny Walker used for his night- 
time Endurocross win at Alestrem earlier this year. So we figured 
what’s good for the extreme enduro champ would be the best place 
for us to start. 

Designed for mountain bike use, the R4+ come with a helmet 
strap system that works perfectly when it comes to fitting the lights 
to a dirt bike helmet. Attaching one light to each side of our Airoh 
we simply joined each to the supplied one-metre extension cables 
and ran the wires around to the back of the helmet. Joining them 
together with cable ties in four places we then housed the two Li-On 
batteries inside the Kriega waistpack. Simple! 

On the outside of each light is a glove-friendly on/off button that 
also allows selection between the six separate power settings. On full 
power - 1,500 Lumens - each lamp lasts around 2.25 hours. We didn’t, 
but additional batteries could easily be carried for longer rides. 

The simplicity of the fitting of the system is something we 
can’t stress enough. And the same goes for the quality, which is 
impressive. Despite simple Velcro straps being used to fit the lights 
their stability was more than adequate. 

The amount of illumination the two small lights pump out is 
impressive. Enough to light the trail ahead when used alone, when 
used together with a bike light they ensure that no matter where 
you look the trail becomes perfectly illuminated. 



SIGHT 
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WHAT WE’D DO 
DIFFERENTLY 

STUFF WE’D CHANGE SECOND TIME AROUND 

# 1 Angle our helmet lights up a little. The Hope lamps worked great, but what we 
learned was that when you ride you angle your head down, and tilt your eyes up. 
Helmet lights that point forwards more and down less would be better. 

# P Change the colour of our handguards to black. Light from our helmet lights 
reflected off the back of our Barkbusters guards, which at times 
gave a feeling like driving a car with the interior light on. 

# 3 Take a flask of hot coffee with us next time! It gets cold riding 
under the stars. 




PARTS & GEAR 

WHAT WE USED, IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER: 

Trail Tech headlights -www.trailtech.net 
Hope Technology helmet lights - www.hopetech.com 
Kriega waistpack - www.kriega.com 
Barkbusters handguards - www.barkbusters.net 
Enduro Engineering hard parts -wwwmdmoenp.com 



SCAR footpegs - www.scar-racing.com 

DEP exhaust - www.deppipes.com 

SuperB battery - www.super-b.com 

Neken triple clamps - www.nk-neken.com 

Renthal handlebar, grips & levers - www.renthal.com 

Supersprox sprockets - www.supersprox.com 

Polisport plastics - www.polisport.com 

Amped graphics -www.thisismped.com 

Michelin tyres -motomchelin.com 

Motorex lubricants - www.motorex.com 



THANKS TO... 

All the companies that supplied parts for this feature and Clive 
at www.trailtechproducts.co.uk for the advice and explanations. 
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I t’s oftensaid that you should never judge a book by its cover. 

And when it comes to Husqvarna’s new 701 ENDURO we quickly learned just how 
true that is. Dismissing the bike as little more than a single cylinder play bike for 
the streets, during two days of trail riding we soon came to realise that beneath its 
white, blue and yellow bodywork lies a bike that’s more than at home in the dirt. 

The 701 marks Husky’s return to the road bike market, and as such it’s an important 
model to its Austrian owners. As it’s likely the first of many street/dirt machines 
from Husqvarna, it’s also an important first look at what might follow. Yet despite 
essentially being a road-focused model, it’s a bike that’s a competent offroader. 

And as Enduro illustrated found out, despite sharing the same mechanical engine 
technology it’s also a very different machine to KTM’s 690... 

IT SURE AM NO KTM 

Let’s make this crystal clear - Husky’s 701 is a very different bike to ride when compared 
to KTM’s 690. Much to our surprise - we certainly weren’t expecting such notable 
differences - the 701 feels seriously upgraded in several areas and unquestionably has 
its own, unique feel. And we’re not just talking about the ergonomics of the bodywork. 
Husqvarna technicians have worked hard to deliver a new fuel mapping, which brings the 
best out of the motor. The result of this revised mapping is a slow-revving engine that’s 
truly responsive from low-rpms. Its power is delivered in a linear and tractable way, but 
when you crack the throttle there’s still plenty of fun to be had. In addition, setting the 
701 apart are the four chamber 4CS forks, which offer 95mm more travel and deliver a 
greatly improved feeling when riding. 

BIG ON THE EYE, SMALL ON THE TRAILS 

The 701 isn’t what most people would consider an ‘enduro bike’. But despite the fact 
that it weighs almost 90kg more than any modern big-bore enduro thumper, and is 
unquestionably bigger and wider between the legs, it’s surprising just how well the 701 
handles offroad. With its weight as close as possible to its centre of gravity, the bike’s 
progressive suspension and smooth engine combine to make life on the trails both easy 
and enjoyable. As long as its wheels are turning the 701 doesn’t feel big, bulky or heavy. 
When riding feet up it changes direction easily with the plentiful supply of power there 
to lift the front wheel as and when needed. The added bulk is only really noticeable when 
moving at ridiculously low speeds - when the bike is leaned deep into a slow-speed 
corner, Dr when you need to lift it up after a fall. 
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ITS 60T GREAT ERGONOMICS 

With the fuel tank positioned at the rear, and despite looking anything but 
slim, the 701 doesn’t feel big between the legs. Ergonomically, It’s certainly no 
trials-like super-skinny off-roader, but for a big, solid single-cylinder thumper 
it offers both good on and off-road ergonomics. The seat is spacious enough 
to ensure comfort on longer rides with the radiator shrouds placing knees in 
a ‘normal’ position. We’d say the front of the bike is certainly no wider feeling 
than a Yamaha WR45QF. The long, straight seat ensures easy body movement 
when standing, while the bars offer good control, optimising handling in 
slower, tighter corners. With good front-to-back weight distribution the bike 
feels extremely well-balanced - something we reckon makes the 701 suitable 
for riders of a wide range of different sizes and skill levels. 

ABS IS A GOOD THING TO HAVE 

Bosch has done an incredible job with their latest generation ABS offering - the 
9M two-channel ABS system. Reality is that the 701’s ABS only engages when 
significant pressure is applied to the rear brake pedal, not every time you lightly 
push on it. The extra peace of mind it offers when riding onroad is a huge asset 
that’ll massively increase safety. As for offroad, depending on your demands and 
the riding conditions it’s there to assist, it doesn’t make life harder. On more 
slippery terrain, over stones or when you simply prefer skidding the rear wheel to 
turn, it takes no more than three seconds to deactivate the ABS. 

EMBRACE THE WEIGHT 

This might sound a little strange but we reckon the 701’s weight comes in 
handy at times. With its capable suspension package working well with the 
rigid trellis frame the 701 remains stable, predictable and well-planted when 
riding over bumps, small stones and rough terrain. Along rocky roads or 
over rain ruts the added weight of the 701 seemingly reduces deflection and 
assists the bike to better absorb rougher terrain. In the case of the 701 the 
weight is also an advantage at higher speeds offroad, where the bike remains 
stable as speeds increase. Thankfully, the massive 300mm floating front 
rotor and the Brembo two-piston caliper combine to do a great job of slowing 
things down. 



USER FRIENDLY AND 
SERIOUSLY ENJOYABLE 

With the fuel injection dialled in perfectly there’s a 
feeling of always knowing what’s coming next with the 
701. The ride-by-wire system works with the engine 
management system to deliver a linear feeling power 
curve. Along with a well-balanced chassis and powerful 
but predictable brakes we’d say that the 701 is a 
welcoming bike even for not so experienced riders 
looking to head for the trails. The possibility to select 
between three different ignition maps - the selector 
is situated under the seat - further broadens the 701’s 
capabilities. Flicking through the maps doesn’t bring 
massive changes. In the ‘Soft’ mode the power becomes 
even more controllable while in the ‘Advanced’ position 
there’s more than enough grunt to satisfy fun-loving, 
big-bore thumperfans. 

A GENUINELY ADAPTABLE BIKE 

From popping to the shops to long-distance offroad 
riding, we’d say the 701 is one of the most versatile trail 
bikes we’ve ridden in recent years. Prolonged onroad 
use clearly isn’t what it’s designed for, but its offroad 
capabilities are what really impressed us. Big but not 
too big, the 701 allows offroad trails to be eaten up 
quickly and easily and is truly able to handle the more 
challenging terrain that bigger more road-focused 
bikes can’t. Even the standard and well-proven TKC80 
knobby tyres by Continental fit the bike’s personality 
perfectly. They’re not great in deep mud or soft sand and 
they’ll wear out faster than road tyres on the streets. 

But overall it’d be hard to find a set of tyres with such 
a broad spectrum of use. They also offer unexpectedly 
good traction in wet road conditions and work well with 
the ABS system. 
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701 second opinions 

A laid-back enduro rider and an avid adventurer talk 701 ENDURO 


SAM DAVIDSON 

“You’d expect a 690cc offroader to be a heavy monster but once you ride 
the 701 you forget it’s a ‘big bike’. The power delivery is surprisingly linear 
with suspension that makes everything seem effortless. I see it as an 
all-road bike - you can go for a ride on the road with your mates or hit the 
trails almost as easily as you’d do on an enduro bike.” 


DUNKING 

“If you are gentle with the throttle the 701 
is smooth and lovely to ride. But if you just 
crack it open it delivers the high-rpm pull that 
I love about this engine. The extra weight is 
unnoticeable really -the bike just skips around 
picking itself up and going. With an extra tank 
in front and a fairing of some sort, it’d make a 
brilliant cross-country traveller.” 


Just saying ••• 

THREE THINGS WE’D LIKE 

#lln designing an ergonomically ‘correct’ and 
super comfy seat Husqvarna then went and 
wrapped it with a plastic-like cover, which doesn’t 
offer great grip. It gets slippery when wet! 

# 2 The 701’s quiet silencer is great, but it’s bulky. 

It makes the bike’s rear end look like it needs to go 
on a diet. Husqvarna Accessories offer two mouth- 
watering alternatives from FMF and Akrapovic, but 
a nicer looking standard silencerwouldn’t 
go a miss. 

# 3 Husqvarna have already celebrated a podium 
finish at the world’s most famous rally event - 
Dakar - so it’d be nice to see a Dakar-inspired, 
single-cylinder adventure bike. The 701 Enduro 
would be a great base for such a machine. 


Thanks to Alan Gilmore, the TRF 
representative for Derbyshire, for showing 
us around the trails of the Peak District. 
Info: www.trf.org.uk e 
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RSPECTIVE 

Andy Wiggins is a 52-year-old West Londoner with a wealth of riding experience. 

He’s ridden all over southern Europe and Africa on both four and two wheels. 

Every January he and a group of mates book a trip to go and experience a new 
part of the world... in early 2016 he headed for Baja California. 

ANDY, FIRSTTHINGS FIRST WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO RIDE IN BAJA CALIFORNIA? 

“We read up about the legendary Baja 500 and 1000 events and figured it would be 
an amazing experience to visit that part of the world. Also, to ride some of the same 
terrain used in those races. Nine days of riding seemed like the right amount of 
time to go and check out this offroad playground.” 

HOW DID THE TERRAIN COMPARE TO OTHER PLACES YOUVE RIDDEN? 

“It was unseasonably wet for the time of year, which turned a lot of the usually dry 
sand and soil into a combination of thick mud and quicksand. At one point I chose 
a different line from the rider in front of me - by only a metre or so - and half my 
bike got swallowed up by the ground. It took us a 
good half hour to recover it! After a couple of day’s 
things dried out a bit and we had rocky single track, 
dried out lake beds and open beaches. One of the 
best things about the trip was the beaches. You 
can literally ride on them all day, throttle wide open 
without seeing another soul for hours at a time.” 

WHAT WERE YOOR EXPECTATIONS AHEAD OF 
THE TRIP? 

“Firstly, warmer weather. I left my heavier 
waterproof riding gear back in the UK, which 
turned out to be a mistake. There was a violent 
rain storm just after we landed in San Diego and 
within a couple of hours we were riding along with 
afoot of snow all around! Essentially we were 
hoping for wide open spaces with freedom to ride 
large distances each day on varied terrain.” 
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HOW WERE THE LOCALS, DID YOOFIND THEM DIRT 
BIKEFRIENDLY? 

“I can honestly say they are! Almost every bar or 
restaurant we stopped at was plastered in offroad 
bike and car stickers and memorabilia. No one batted 
an eyelid when our group pulled up outside for a drink. 
With the local heritage surrounding the 500/1000 
events off road bikes and riders are most definitely 
welcome, along with the custom they bring to the 
local economy.” 

WHAT WERE THE STANDODT MOMENTS DDRINC 
YODR NINE DAYS OF RIDINC? 

“We came across a farmer in the middle of nowhere 
trying to dig a cow and its calf out of some quicksand. 
We stopped and gave a hand, eventually freeing them 
after an hour and a half of digging and heaving! Even 
more off the beaten track we came across a group 
of Mexican military guys on the lookout for drug 
smugglers near the border. Like everyone else they 
weren’t overly surprised to see a group of bikers and 
were perfectly friendly towards us.” 

WHO WOOLD YOO RECOMMEND A TRIP TO BAJA 
CALIFORNIA TO? 

“It’s definitely a trip for intermediate to advanced 
riders as there were some technical rocky sections 
and water crossings on a couple of the days, and you 
cover large distances. It was one of the best places 
I have ridden in terms of terrain and I would highly 
recommend it to anyone looking for challenging riding 
with long blasts down empty beaches. It also helps 
if you like Burritos. We pretty much had them for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner on most days of the tour - 
luckily they happen to be delicious!” 




Company: AdMo Tours 


UWE, WHY DID ADMO CHOOSE BAJA ASA PLACE TO 
RUN DIRT BIKE TOURS? 


“Baja has very vast and remote landscapes with 
great diversity. There are mountains, deserts 
and beaches. It’s famous for one of the toughest 
offroad races on this planet and offers plenty of dirt 
bike trails, all over the peninsula. Many of Baja’s 
population love off-roaders. All this, combined with 
some interesting history and unique fauna - some 
of the world’s largest cactuses can be found in Baja 
California, make it a perfect tour destination. Where 
else can you ride along endless beaches and single 
tracks undisturbed for miles and miles?” 


WHAT ARE YOUR THREE FAVOURITE PLACES TO 
RIDE IN BAJA, AND WHY? 


“Along the rough pacific coast and the quite Sea of 
Cortez. There’s some epic beach riding there. Then 
there’s Valle de Los Cirios (Valley of the Candles]. 

The candle-like Boojum tree, the Elephant tree and 
the giant Cardon cactus plants are unique. Their 
beauty and size is breathtaking. The Cardon cactus, 
which reaches a height of approximately 15 meters, 
is considered the world’s tallest cactus. I also love 
the landscape around Catavina with its boulder 
fields. The Northern Baja with its motorcycle trails 
crisscrossing the mountains. You could spend 
several days in this area and hardly see the same 
thing twice. There is so much great riding to be 
done. What few people know is that you can also ride 
in pine forests during a visit to Baja California.” 






WHAT HAS CHANGED ABOUT BAJA (FOR 
BETTER OR WORSE) SINCE YOO’i/E BEEN 
RONNINGTOORS THERE? 

“On one hand it’s got much easier in terms 
of logistic, since some of the main roads are 
now paved and the support vehicle can pull a 
trailer with ease. On the other hand, the good 
roads bring plenty of people. New housing 
developments and property for sale signs can be 
found all along the coastlines. It seems that the 
government is now pro tourism and they are not 
hassling visitors as they did in the past.” 
WHAT’S BEEN THE ABSOLOTE HIGH POINT OF 
YEARS OF RIDING IN BAJA CALIFORNIA? 

“You can count on an adventure every time you 
go to Baja. It might be weather related, the 
discovery of a new trail, or coming across a 
new taco stand! If there’s a low point it’s that 
you can never really count on a hot shower! 
That’s always a 50/50 chance. For me Baja 
calls for more, it is a different world. I have 
not yet experienced a real low point in Baja.” 
WHAT SETS BAJA APART FROM OTHER 
OFFROAD DESTINATIONS? 

“I won’t call it “Lawlessness” but there is a 
certain sense of freedom you get from riding 
down in Baja. It needs to be experienced to be 
appreciated. The people of Baja always have 
been and continue to be very hospitable and 
kind towards the offroad community. You are 
welcomed, you are seen as part of Baja since 
the Baja 1000 is such a dominant event on 
the peninsula. Riding through the beautiful 
cactus groves throughout the central desert is 
amazing. Also, you might ride by the skeleton 






of a whale or even see the migrating whales in the distance on one of the 
beaches. Gas is still handed out in one-gallon milk jars at some villages, 
which doesn’t happen everywhere. Finally, experiencing the demands a racer 
goes through while competing in the Baja 1000 is special. Cruising along 
routes washed out by trophy trucks isn’t an every day experience.” 

FINALLY, HOW DOES BAJA COMPARE TO OTHER COONTRIES/PLACES YOO 
OEEERTOORSIN? 

“Each of our tours is designed around something unigue, they all have their 
own qualities and I don’t mind riding them over and over again. But Baja has 
something about it - it’s rough, remote and beautiful. I would give Baja a 
clear second place, closely behind some of my South American riding spots.” 



RAM&MAS 




AdMo Tours was set up by Uwe Diemer in 1998 after he had caught the 
travel bug. Firstly riding 30,000 kilometres through ffl countries in Africa, 
he returned home to modify his bike before setting off on an epic 65,000 
kilometre marathon through South America taking in the Andes, Amazon 
and Darien jungle before reaching the US and setting up shop in California. 


To find out more about when and where you can ride with AdMo visit 
www.admo-tours.com e 
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WIM MOTORS 

ACADEM 

PORTUGAL 

$4^ 12 rental bikes for you to choose from 
f Advanced mechanics always ready to help 
Enduro/Roadbook riding 

Call: +351926385026 0 Prices all inclusive 


www.wimmotorsacademy.com 






Llanerchindda Farm 


Trail Riding Holidays Mid Wales 



Family run Guest House & Self Catering Cottages, 
spectacular views, en-suite bedrooms, comfortable 
lounge bar & excellent home cooked food with: 

- Secure lock-up - Pressure washer - Drying room - 
- Map room with local lanes marked - 
- Experienced trail guide - On-site practice area - 
- Gps hire available - Knowledgeable owners - 
A very popular venue for both Individuals and groups of 
trail riders. 


www.cambrianway.com Tel:01550 750274 info@cambrianway.com 
Cynghordy, Llandovery, Carmarthenshire, SA20 ONB 



Wilderness 

Wheels Morocco 


infos@wildernesswheels.com 
T: 00 212 524 88 81 28 
or 00 212 668 73 00 08 
www.wilderneswheels.com 
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Morocco Enduro - Oesert Adventure 
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Chris Birch 

(Red Bull extreme enduro rider) 






LIGHTWEIGHT 
* £ 

HEATED 
GARMENTS 

MADE FOR 


RIDERS 




Ultra light-weight 

Carbon fibre heating elements 
Maximum heat delivered fast 
Heat on demand 


Engineered lightweight heated 
garments supplying warmth at 
the PUSH of a button. 


NOW 

AVAILABLE! 


WHITE 
— OR 
BLACK 
AVAILABLE 


Easy to access 
control button 
on sleeve 
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Or at least that’s what is supposed to happen. 

But for most of us it’s an altogether different story. 

Tough going more often than not equals difficulty - 
struggles and frustrations, cramping and dehydration! As 
rewarding as reaching the end of a hard event is, the ‘getting 
there’ is anything but simple. 

So how do the like of Jonny Walker, Graham Jarvis, Taddy 
Blazusiak, Alfredo Gomez and Andreas Lettenbichler do it? 
And more importantly, what can we learn from some of the 

the business 
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HEALTHY BODY [DUALS 
HEALTHY MIND 

“Your health is your wealth in extreme enduro. That’s 
something often overlooked by a lot of people - 
myself included. It wasn’t until I got sick a couple of 
years ago that I really saw how important a healthy 
body is to survive extreme enduro. This is a sport 
that allows for no weaknesses. None at all. Any hint 
of a sniffle or headache will crush you. When I got 
glandular fever, my illness sent me to rock bottom. 

It was a tough time. It almost had me at breaking 
point. I wanted to win, I knew I could, but when push 
literally came to shove I didn’t have it in me to get 
the job done. 

“Thankfully, now I’ve got those bleak moments 
of my career behind me. It taught me a lot about my 
body, and how to manage myself. Eat the right things, 
train the right way and rest plenty. They’re simple 
things many people neglect. Now when I train I don’t 
over train. I listen to my body. If I’m really tired I’ll" 
give myself a break to recover. I find little and often 
is now the best way for me. Constantly topping up my 
fitness levels. Then in the build up to a race I rest, 
ensure I get plenty of sleep and eat the right things 
as best I can.” 
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“Try to slowthings down when the going gets tough. You can have all the skill in -• 
the world but if you don’t have patience you’re going to struggle. The most difficult 
sections are designed to be hard but there is a line through them. Stopping to pick 
the correct line can make the difference between succeeding and damaging you 
and your bike during the fall. 
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TADDY BLASUZIAK, EWC 2015 
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“Extreme enduro is a relatively new sport so it’s constantly 
evolving. In the beginning a trials rider on an enduro bike 
would be unbeatable but now that’s not the case. You 
€? need a wide range of skills. Of course you must have the 


technical ability to ride the tough sections but you’ve also . 
got to have motocross skills when the going gets fast. 

“1% training depends on the type of race that is coming 
up. Every race is something a little different. Erzberg is 
"flushing and pulling your bike for two hours and then a 
;rabe like the Megawatt is a cross-country sprint. I train on 
my bike as much as possible. I’ll ride in the quarry, on the 
rocks and the hills. I’ll even practice getting off to push . 
and drag my bike because that’s something you need to be 
able to do in a race. It’s also a good physical work out.' . . 

“But regardless of the race I’ll also spend a couple of 
hours each day on the motocross track. Riding too much 
technical stuff can be bad and racing motocross helps 
keep you sharp.” 
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WILDING A BIKE RIGHT! 


Mechanic to KTM’sJonny Walker and Taddy Blazusiak, Frans MichaT ■ 
knows how to build a bike that will survive 

“Obviously, the riders we work with are the best in the business,, - 
feut they too can make mistakes when th&red mist drops. So we try to •; 
prepare and protect the bike ah best w/ can. Our bikes don’t differ much •. 
from the stock production models, me most important thing is to beef it 
up and protect those vulnerable parts. . 

“In places like Carl’s Dinner at Erzberg or thd^mmit of the Sea to Sky' 
in Turkey it can be very easy to bend a disc of hole a casing on a boulder 
A strong sump guard is a must. Let the guard absorb the impacts instead 
of the frame tubes and engine casings. An* aluminium guard over the rear 
disc and a lightweight but strong carbon guard over the front disc helps 
to prevent against bent discs. 

“Side casings are delicate so we replace the clutch cover with a 
Rekluse one. They can take a good beating plus hold more oil, which 
helps to keep the clutch running cooler. . 

“Nowadays most bikes -two-stroke ancf fourstroke - come with an * 
aftermarket fan. If you haven’t got one they are a good investment. When . 
you are stuck on a climb in a canyon with no ventilation the fan will keep 
your radiators from boiling long enough to get you out. Other things like 
hand guards and grab handles are other extreme enduro essentials.” 
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COMPLETE KT 


Available in a variety of foam densities 
in either Low, Standard or Tall 


Low, %" lower than 

i 53 * 


www.enduroeng.com 517.393.2421 




stock Standard Height Tall, 1 11 taller than stock 








I lor his third Dakar Rally Frenchman 
■ Sylvain Espinasse decided to do things 
a little differently. Wanting a ‘new 
challenge’ the 46-year-old decided to race the 
9,500km event from Buenos Aires to Rosario 
on a 125cc Husqvarna! 

Making the world’s toughest rally just that 
little bit harder, Sylvain nevertheless made 
it to the finish. At times forced to ride for 
days without sleep, while becoming a local 
celebrity along the way, aboard his trusty 
eighth-litre Husky Sylvain experienced this 
year’s Dakar in a truly unique way. 


Sylvain, why on earth did you want to 
race Dakar on a 125cc two-stroke? 



“I’ve raced the Dakar twice before this year’s 
event, and I noticed the speeds on 450 rally 
bikes were beyond normal. The pace was insane, even for us amateur racers. We were 
doing 150km/h while the factory riders would go up to 180km/h. I’m doing the Dakar to 
have fun. My goal is to make it to the finish and have an interesting story to tell. The way 
I saw it the 125cc bike would seriously reduce the risks. I’d race at more normal speeds 
and possibly enjoy a unique experience. It turned out that the 125 was the perfect tool 
for that job.” 

What’s your background in motorcycle racing? 

“I’m 46 years old and I’ve been riding enduro for a little more than 20 years now. I started 
racing the French Enduro Championship in my early 20s. Due to a lack of time I switched 
to French classic enduro races a couple of years later. I run my own company building 
wooden houses and unfortunately I don’t have much free time.” 



Would it be correct to say that racing a 125 was all about ‘wanting a 
new challenge’? 

“Yes, I wanted a new challenge. In 2012 1 purchased a spot to ride a Sherco 450F. At the 
very last moment they needed a water carrier for Frans Verhoeven so I became part of their 
factory team. I’d never ridden in deep sand before and no one really believed I could finish. 
But I did. Sherco offered that I continue working with them but I had a business to run. I 
returned to Dakar in 2014, entering the Malles Moto class on an essentially standard KTM 
450 EXC. From having 12 people working for us in Sherco’s team I learned to do everything 
myself. It was a different race but I made it to the finish once again. For 2016 the need to try 
something new gave me the motivation to compete on an small bike.” 



Why did you choose a Husqvarna TE 125 and what kind of development did 
you do to prepare for the Dakar? 

“We went for the TE 125 for optimum reliability. It was also a tribute to my first years 
of racing a Husqvarna back in the early 90s. We started working on the project a 
year and a half before the 2016 Dakar. When I first announced my plans to team RS 
Concept they thought it was impossible. It’d be a huge mechanical experiment even 
to get it to the finish. They insisted I first do a 3,000km rally raid in Morocco to test 
if the bike was capable of racing long distances. We were all surprised by what the TE 
125 delivered. In the soft and sandy tracks of Morocco it would easily hold an average 
speed of 120km/h. It felt safe and enjoyable to ride. That was in April 2015, we knew 
then it’d be our bike for the Dakar.” 



What were the greatest challenges in readying 
the TE 125 for Dakar competition? 

“Testing revealed two issues. Firstly, we had to find a 
way to carry and mix two-stroke oil on the go. I ended 
up carrying four plastic bottles with 500ml of oil in 
each, inside a specially developed jacket. Our second 
problem was varying fuel consumption. With the bike 
carrying a total of 08 litres of fuel we had to make 
sure it’d reach the Dakar’s refuelling points after 
every 050km. In testing the TE 105 could easily do 
080km, but the Dakar proved to be a different beast 
altogether. In the sandy tracks of week two I ended 
up running out of fuel quite often.” 

How did you manage to overcome the problem 
and make it to the finish? 

“It was a constant struggle, I tried everything really. 
From the start of each stage I let people know I might 
need fuel. Most of the time fellow racers were keen to 
give me a few litres to finish a stage. A couple of times 
I got fuel from spectators. Looking back now it was 
kind of a miracle I didn’t quit.” 


“I’d prefer a tougher Dukur with longer dunes und 
more demunding nuvigution. Thut’s when my l?5cc 
machine could be as fast as the %Os ..." 


Was there any particular moment when you thought you weren’t going to 
make it to the finish? 

“The stage in the dunes of Fiambala was probably my lowest point. I ran out of fuel eight 
kilometres before CP2. 1 waited for three hours and got a lift from the very last quad 
racer. He pulled me for a few kilometres until I got fuel from a spectator’s bike. I knew it’d 
be a long day. I reached CP? at 20:00pm. The sun had gone down and I had 80km of tough 
dunes to finish the special test. It took me four hours to get there and then there was 
another 300km to the end of the stage. I reached the bivouac at 04:00am. Needless to 
say my team were glad to see me. The organisation forced me to go see a doctor and an 
hour and a half later I was on the bike for the following stage.” 




Psychologically, the lack of sleep makes Dakar difficult. What kind of 
thoughts vuere going through your mind during those tough times? 

“The hardest part was the endless hours on the bike. Most of the time I was trying to 
stay focused on the goal to make it to the finish. There were times I was annoyed the 
tracks weren’t more difficult. Without Peru I knew it’d be a fast paced rally. For the most 
part of week one we were racing at high speed and not technical sections. The harder the 
tracks were the more I could take advantage of my Husqvarna’s potential. To be honest 

I’d prefer a tougher Dakar with longer 
dunes and more demanding navigation. 
That’s when my 125cc machine could be 
as fast as the 450s.” 

Was there any point when you 
thought having a better performing 
bike could help you? 

“With all bikes losing power in the high 
altitudes of Bolivia obviously I had more 
of an issue than the others. Above 4,000 
meters I was losing 40km/h in maximum 
speed. I needed more time to finish 
each stage so it was like competing in 
a different rally. For the last few stages 
I was the last motorcycle to enter each 
stage. I got passed by cars, which 
were destroying the soft sandy tracks. 
Lots of times I had to ride off-piste 
in the vegetation. During the day the 
temperature would rise and the sand 
would become even warmer and softer. 

It was a tough job on the 125cc bike. But I 
don’t regret a thing. I took so much out of 
this race and the feedback I kept getting 
was a huge booster.” 


“To finish the Dakar on a D50F you’re just 
another guy doing something few people 
will be inspired by...” 




What kinds of reactions did you get along the vuay? 

“It was an unbelievable feeling to have so many people supporting me. 
From spectators in little villages to race officials at every checkpoint - 
everyone was hoping I would finish. They were listening to the two-stroke 
bike coming and were going mad. My efforts certainly attracted a huge 
amount of interest from media as well. As I said it was like racing a 
different Dakar to anyone else. It felt as if the people along the way 
helped me go through the tough times.” 

What were the highlights of your Dakar? 

“First and foremost I was extremely glad to make it to the end of the 
stage in Fiambala. I rode a couple of hundreds of kilometres next to the 
big rally trucks. Imagine racing a truck way past midnight and listening 
to the sound of a 125cc two-stroke passing you. Then of course reaching 
the finish in Rosario gave me a feeling of successfully accomplishing 
what I had set out to do. I had stepped on the podium to get my finisher’s 
medal twice in the past but it was more like a standard procedure. This 
time it was different. Everybody wanted to congratulate me and the real 
reward was from people shouting my name.” 

Do you know if you were the first one to finish the Dakar on a 
125cc two-stroke? 

“The organisers were clear, for them I’m officially registered as the only 
one to finish the Dakar on a 125cc bike. I certainly was the first to do so 
in South America. They were a couple of guys who finished in Africa but 
things were different then. Rules weren’t that strict and you could be a 
finisher without having completed all stages. So officially I was the first 
one to make it...” 


IN DETAIL 

SYLVAIN ESPINASSE’STE 125 

• Fuel capacity: 28 litres 

• Fuel consumption: 9-12 litres/lOOkm 
•Gearing: W/50 

•Top speed: 140km/h 
•Two-stroke oil mixture ratio: 1:50 (2%] 

• Two-stroke oil consumption: 1.8 litres per day 

• Swingarm: Modified to carry 2 litres of water 

• Head tube: Modified to carry 1 litres of water 

• Tyres: Michelin T63 [trail tyres] 

• Engine maintenance: 4 piston changes e 
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and support the lives of off-road racers. 
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Graham Jarvis has tasted 
more than his fair share of 
extreme enduro success. 

A record four victories at 
Romaniacs, three wins at 
The Roof of Africa and two 
winning rides at Erzberg 
is proof enough that when it colnes to the tough 
stuff he more than knows what he’s doing. In his own 
right, Jarvis is a true legend of the sport. 
Rockstar Energy Husqvarna Factory 
Racing photo-shoot 
■ \ w T0\Future7Media 



